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WELCOME – Carole Wylie 
• Carole welcomed everyone and asked for a motion to accept the October 3 

Chairpersons minutes posted on the bulletin board. Motion to accept was made by 
Claudette and seconded by Mariette. 

• Carole introduced the guest speakers from the Museum and Heritage Services, City of 
New Westminster: Rob McCullough, Manager and Barry Dykes, Archivist 

• A big thank-you is given by the Executive to all volunteers who participated in the semi-
annual Craft Sale at Century House. 

TREASURER’S REPORT – Elizabeth Philip 
• Elizabeth presented the monthly Treasurer’s Report to October 31 and confirmed that it 

is posted on the bulletin board.  
• There will be information put out to members regarding donations and if donations are 

processed before December 31, a taxation receipt will be administered. 
GUEST SPEAKERS – Museum & Heritage Services, City of New Westminster 

Rob McCullough, Manager 
• Rob manages and works at City of New Westminster Museum & Heritages Services at 

the Anvil Centre with Barry Dykes (Archivist), Oana Capota (Museum Curator) and 
Michelle Turner (Heritage Programmer) to create the thought-provoking exhibitions and 
vignettes that celebrate New Westminster’s history and people.  

• New Westminster’s Museums & Archives are managed across three city locations: Anvil 
Centre, Irving House and the Samson V Museum.  The operations care for over 36,000 
objects and another 35,000 photographs and archival records that celebrate our city’s 
stories and history. Our exhibits focus on the land, people, and development of the place 
now known as New Westminster. We aspire to be fun and entertaining places of learning 
and use the objects in the museum’s collection as an entry-point to inquiry, discussion, 
and exploration about the city. 

• Irving House is the oldest intact house in the Lower Mainland. It is still on the original 
property where Captain William Irving had it built in 1865. Since 1950 the City of New 
Westminster has owned the house and it has been operated as a local heritage centre. 

• Rob is part of many activities to help build better relationships among Indigenous 
peoples and all Canadians. For example: 
o Community Stories of Truth and Reconciliation:  A Panel and Q&A (January 19, 

2017) 
o Truth and Reconciliation: Cities and Citizens (November 15, 2017) 
o Witness Blanket Tour:  New Westminster Museum and Archives (December 2016 – 

April 2017) 
  

CHAIRPERSONS OPEN MEETING MINUTES 
DATE: Wednesday, November 7, 2018 
TIME: 10:00 AM 
LOCATION: Oak Room 
ATTENDANCE: 26 Members / 6 Executive / 2 Staff / 2 Guests 
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Questions from the audience: 
• What initiatives are in process regarding the Indigenous issues? Is New Westminster  

working with other communities? A good place to look for information on shared 
Indigenous programs and services is the Spirit of the Children Society. 
o This is an Aboriginal non-profit society serving families in the Burnaby, New 

Westminster and the Tri-Cities (Coquitlam, Port Coquitlam, Port Moody) area. It is 
an Aboriginal non-profit society based in British Columbia, Canada which serves 
families in the Burnaby, New Westminster, and the Tri-Cities area (Coquitlam, Port 
Coquitlam, Port Moody). They work to empower and strengthen Aboriginal families 
by providing support and resources through the programs we offer. Hours of 
Operation: Monday-Friday 8:30am–4:30pm @ #201 – 768 Columbia St., New 
Westminster, BC Canada,V3M 1B4 Tel: (604)524-9113 Fax: (604)524-9124 Email: 
reception@sotcs.ca 

• It should be noted that New Westminster cannot make changes on its own and we are 
working closely with the Provincial and Federal governments to do what we can. 

Barry Dykes, Archivist 
• Barry is the Archivist at the New Westminster Museum & Archives at Anvil Centre, which 

cares for over 35,000 objects and another 35,000 photographs and archival records that 
celebrate our city’s stories and history. These exhibits focus on the land, people, and 
development of the place now known as New Westminster. We aspire to be a fun and 
entertaining place of learning and use the objects in the museum’s collection as an entry-
point to inquiry, discussion, and exploration about the City. 

• The New Westminster Archives is home to a documentary heritage that tells the story of 
New Westminster’s evolution from British Columbia’s first fledgling capital to a bustling 
21st century city. Preserved for present and future generations are over 150 years of 
archival records that document local organizations, businesses, government, families, 
and individuals. Here you’ll find photographs, maps, plans, diaries, letters, city records, 
and oral histories. In the reading room there are reference files on people, properties, 
and subjects all related to the City of New Westminster. 

• If you have questions about your family’s history, the age of your house, the 
development of your neighbourhood, the history of a New Westminster business, or the 
administration of local government, the New Westminster Museum and Archives is the 
place to discover your heritage. 

• Barry then presented samples of archives and pictures from the Museum. 
 
Questions from the audience: 
• What are some of the oldest items on file? Land Title from Upper Canada; a photograph 

of a City Council meeting from 1860; a Queensborough map from 1859 
• Archives Hours: New Westminster Archives (Anvil Centre, 2nd floor, 777 Columbia 

Street): Open year-round Daily except holidays: 10 am to 5 pm. Follow us on Facebook, 
Instagram and YouTube. 

• Century House will work with Barry to define the archival information regarding Century 
House 

• If anyone has information or donations they wish to share, please contact Barry by 
phone (604-527-4640) or email - museum@newwestcity.ca. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Correspondence – Carole Wylie 
• Carole confirmed the resignation of Marjorie Staal as 1st VP. 
Nominations – Elizabeth 
• Elizabeth welcomed Saundra Keayes as 3rd Vice President, effective November 1, 2018. 

Motion to accept made by Elizabeth and seconded by Rita. The Activity Group liaison 
sheet will need to be updated. 

Motions for New Executive  
• Motion to accept the resignation of Marjorie Staal as 1st Vice President was made by 

Elizabeth, seconded by Annette and carried. A thank you was made to Marjorie for all 
her work at Century House and we wish her all the best. 

• Motion to appoint Frances Blake to the position of 1st Vice President was made by 
Elizabeth, seconded by Diane and carried. 

• Motion to appoint Rita Solkin to the position of 2nd Vice President was made by 
Elizabeth, seconded by Mariette and carried. 

• Motion to appoint Saundra Keayes to the position of 3rd Vice President was made by 
Elizabeth, seconded by Claudette and carried. 

• Motion to accept the Executive for the remainder of 2018 was made by Elizabeth, 
seconded by Jeannine and carried. 

2018 (Nov & Dec) 
President Carole Wylie 
1st VP Frances Blake 
2nd VP Rita Solkin 
3rd VP Saundra Keayes 
Secretary Audrey Soroka 
Treasurer Betty Young 
Past President Elizabeth Philip 

• Elizabeth thanked Annette and Marg for their assistance on the Election Committee. 
Celebration Update: Elizabeth Philip 
• The Diamond Celebration was very successful and 24 Activity Groups were represented. 
• After the Celebration Dinner 60 Reflectors remain.  The remainder will to given to 

Chairpersons, Co-Chairs and Vice Chairs who were unable to attend the event. 
Meeting in the Middle Project: Audrey Soroka 
• Information continues to be updated on the CHA webpage, on posters and in the Clarion. 
• Susan thanked all the youth and seniors who helped complete the Art Outside mural that 

was placed on the fence of the lacrosse field facing 8th Avenue. 
• Culinary Pursuits continues with a series of workshops. Ann noted that they are getting 

great participation to date. They are looking for volunteers for their continuing 
workshops: Adventurous Eating (Thursday, Dec. 6 @ 4:00-6:00 pm) and Black Box 
Challenge (Thursday, Jan. 10 @ 4:00-6:00 pm). 

• Technology can help you learn how to learn how to make a video. The group also films 
the progress of the other pods on Meeting in the Middle. 

• Pay It Forward is working on a project that will allow young and old to learn from each 
other and work on creating activities to share what they learn. 
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ACTIVITY GROUP REPORTS 
BADMINTON  –  Paul Ma 
• Met 9 times in October; attendance – 106 
BID EUCHRE – Ralph Flett 
• Met 5 times in October; attendance – 55 
BINGO – Ken Cheng 
• Met 3 times in October; attendance – 134 
• We collected $587.00; kept $83.00 for cake and coffee 
BOOK CLUB – Cecile Wood 
• Met 1 time in October; attendance – 9 (meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month) 
• We read ‘We Need to Talk About Kevin’, a novel by Lionel Shriver. There was a good 

discussion of a dark story. 
CARPET BOWLING – Jeannine Hyndman 
• Met 6 times in August; attendance – 97 
• We are very proud of the way our club is growing. This month we had close to 100 

members attending and we now have 24 players. I think it’s been at least 3 or 4 years 
since we’ve had so many. Unfortunately, we have no room for any more players, but are 
very happy with what we have now. 

CH Artists – Susan Tamkin 
• Classes 15 in October; attendance – 165 
• Drop in 4 in October; attendance - 54 
• The December 8th Art Sale at Century House had participation of 12 artists. 
• The Craft Fair was successful. We sold 9 painting and will continue to sell them posted in 

the CH hallway. 
• We used our new rack – THANK YOU! 
CH SINGERS – Shirley Bakker  
• Met 4 times in October; attendance – 119 
• We had a few challenges this month as our piano player was sick, but we managed to 

sing without an accompaniment. We are also working to get things more organized with 
our song books in accordance with the music of the piano player. A lot of work has been 
put in, especially by our Director. After the Remembrance Day holiday we will be bringing 
out our Christmas music. We are working towards a few sing-outs in the new year. 

CONVERSATION CLASS – Anne Ladouceur 
• Participant Hours in October - 67; No. of Classes – 41; Volunteers – 15/Volunteer Hours 

(does not include class prep) – 102 hours; Student Participation – 106; New applications 
received – 10 / Interviews 15 (includes applications received in September) 

• New Sunday session began in October. We now offer sessions every day except 
Saturday. 

• Three facilitators (1 who had a group and 2 who were subs) were not able to continue 
this year. We will be looking for some additional volunteers, especially someone who is 
available on weekends. 

COURT WHIST – David Cordery 
• Met 5 times in October; attendance – 55 
CRIBBAGE – Lorrie Quick 
• Met 7 times in October; attendance - 95 
DRAGON BOAT – Mariette Leppert 
• Met 9 times in October (Mondays & Wednesdays); attendance – 112 
• The last paddle of the season was on October 31st (Halloween). We ended up with good 

weather, so our costumes did not get wet. Until next season, we will be doing dry 
practice at Richmond oval – exercise and strength training. 
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DRAMA – Claudette Campbell 
• Met 4 times in September; attendance – 48 
FITNESS & FUN – Barb Merrett 
Fitness Class: October attendance – 789 
Yoga: October attendance – 334 
Exercise Room: October attendance– 133 
TOTAL ATTENDANCE – 1,256 
• Thank you to everyone who took time to bake for our bake sale at the CH Craft Fair. 

Baking at home is not cheap! In respect of our bakers, we resisted the temptation to 
reduce prices too early and we sold the whole lot. Most of all, we had fun. Thanks to 
Century House for everything 

KEEP IN TOUCH – Mary Hernandez & Annette Oakes 
October Correspondence: 
• 5 Condolences sent: 

o Ken Gordon (brother of Barbara 
Gordon 

o Tad Aoki (husband of Atsuko 
Yoshinaga) 

o Don McArthur (husband of Elva 

o Peggy Higet 
o Leon Landry (father of Janet Kilby 

who passed away in March 2018) 
 

 
• 4 Get Well Soon sent:  

o Graham waters 
o Dolores Kirkwood 

o Jeanne Nightingale 
o Shelly He 

LEARNING GARDEN – Shirley Model 
• We held our last meeting for this year on October 18th, with 16 members present (2 new). 

We made succulent planter gardens for sale at the CH Craft Fair. 
• Apart from a few snow peas we are not harvesting any other crops. The irrigation water 

has been turned off in anticipation of frost. If there is not rain, we will use inside water to 
hand irrigate the garlic bed. 

• On Thursday, November 15th, we will hold our annual end of year potluck appetizer party. 
• Our next official meeting will be held on January 17th, 2019, 
LOW VISION GROUP – Barb Gordon 
• Met 1 time in October; attendance – 11 plus 1 caregiver & 2 spouse 
• Our guest was Shirley Model, who has continued to read to us from ‘Valley of Tears and 

Laughter’. The group enjoyed the reading and look forward to her return to continue the 
story. 

• We also made preparation for our raffle draw at the November Craft Sale. 
MAHJONG – Luna Acedillo 
• Met 4 times in October; attendance – 44 
• Three people are interested in joining our group. They will begin lessons in the new year. 
PARKINSON’S SUPPORT – Salli Walker 
• Met 1 times in October; attendance – 20 
• We are beginning to make plans for our Christmas program, which is open to past 

Parkinson’s members and/or their partners. It will include another excellent meal, 
camaraderie and an entertainment program. Payment must be made by the November 
meeting. 

PICKLEBALL – Brian Brokenshire 
• Met 16 times in October; attendance – 157 
• We have 3 new participants this month. 
SCRABBLE – Betty DesPres 
• Met 4 times in October; attendance - 20 
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SENIOR PEER COUNSELLING – Clare Anderson 
• Met 4 times in October; attendance – 12 (112.5 hours) 
• SPC had an information session on October 14th, which was very well attended. 

Feedback received was excellent. Thanks very much to Shelly for getting the notice in 
The Record for 2 weeks running and to the front desk staff for their assistance. We are 
getting many applications. 

SNOOKER – Richard Manchul 
• Met 28 times in October; attendance – 300-350 
• We are doing well and are currently in 1st place in the Lower Mainland Snooker League. 

We are hosting students for a short seminar and have been told they are enjoying the 
experience. 

SPANISH – Michael Anthony 
• Met 4 times in October; attendance – 36 
• We send out an open invitation to all Spanish speaking members to join us to learn 

English. 
SQUARE DANCE – Jim Brown 
• Met 4 times in October; attendance – 56 
SUNDAY DANCE – Lucy Regler 
• Met 4 times in October; attendance – 219 
• The 1st and 2nd week attendance was low; 3rd and 4th week was better. 
TUESDAY CRAFTS – Diane Clark 
• Met 4 times in September; attendance – 60 / 5 times in October; attendance - 76 
• Dianne is glad to be back after time off in the summer. It’s been busy, with highlighting 

our participation at the Seniors Festival, when we brought in $115 at our Trinkets Table. 
• We also participated in the Poppy Project with Reena and learned how to make felted 

poppies for a blanket. We had a success Craft Sale and brought in over $800 from our 
sales and raffle. 

• We had a request from the Drama Group and are making 4 pairs of leg warmers for the 
Christmas elves. 

SQUARE DANCE – Jim Brown 
• Met 4 times in October; attendance – 56 
UKULELE – Shirley Miller 
• Met 4 times in October; attendance – 91 (plus extra practice & 2 performances) 
• October 20 - Annual Halloween performance at Queen’s Park Care Centre 
• October 24 - Century House Diamond Jubilee ‘song’ at the Diamond Dinner celebration. 
• December 4 - 2 performances at Century House: Low Vision in the morning and 

Parkinson Self Help in the afternoon 
WALKING GROUP – Cecile Wood 
• Met 4 times in October; attendance - 53 

o October   5  (12 people)  to Trout Lake 
o  12  (16 people)  to New Brighton Park 
o    19  (10 people)  to Arbutus Corridor 
o   26  (15 people)  to Rocky Point 
o Special walk on October 16 by 12 people to Crescent Beach 

WEDNESDAY CRAFTS – Gwen Dumfries 
• Met 5 times in August; attendance – 82 
 

Coffee & Cake Break 
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EXECUTIVE & STAFF REPORTS 
Robyn McGuinness 
• Senior Festival: Robyn thanked everyone who helped to make this festival a big 

success. 
• Craft Sale: The Craft Sale was a big success with an estimated value earned of $10,390, 

thanks to the help of 173 CH volunteers and 12 youth. Nine charities helped to clean up 
the leftovers. A big thanks to Kevin for all his help with an excellent presentation. 

• Deck the Halls – November 28 @ 3:30 pm: Come, join the fun and get Century House 
ready for the holidays. 

• Christmas Dinner with the Coro Cantare Choir – December 6 @ 5:00 pm: The Mayor 
and Council have been invited to join in the festive celebration. 

• There also is the Yule Log Dinner – December 12 @ 5:00 pm and the Christmas 
Luncheon – December 13 @ 11:30 am- 1:00 pm. 

Kevin McKay 
• Thanks to all who helped with the Diamond Dinner. It was a big success and enjoyed by all who 

attended. 
• 3rd Annual Swinging Sixties Dinner on Wednesday, November 21 @ Century House Golden 

Age Theatre is something to look forward to. 
• Remember to put your name in at the office to join us in a game of Rummoli on Saturday 

afternoons. 
• The Secret Bad Guy board game is looking for team members. Sign up at the front desk for 

future games. We want to make this a monthly event. 
INSPIRATIONAL QUOTE – Carole Wylie 

“I don’t feel like I am 66 at all. I feel more like I am 35.  
But I have a bus pass, so it must be true.” 

— Joanna Lumley 
 

Meeting adjourned @ 12:00 noon 
NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING: Wednesday, December 5, 2018 

SAVE THESE DATES 
• Swinging Sixties Dinner – Wednesday, November 21 – Happy Hour 

@ 5:00 pm / Dinner @ 6:00 pm – Century House Golden Age 
Theatre 

• Deck the Halls: help decorate for the festive season – Wednesday, 
November 28 @ 3:30-6:00 pm 

• Does Mrs. Claus Have Menopause? – Friday, November 30 @ 
7:00 pm and Saturday, December 1 @ 1:00 pm (Doors open ½ 
hour before show time) 

• Christmas Dinner Dance (Sunday Dance Committee) – Sunday, 
December 2 @ 11:30 am 

• Christmas Dinner with the Coro Cantare Choir – Thursday, 
December 6 @ 5:00 pm 

• Yule Log Dinner – Wednesday, December 12 @ 5:00 pm 
• Christmas Lunch – Wednesday, December 19 @ 11:30 am  
• Winter Registration for activities will begin on Thursday, November 

22 
 


